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Churlday, February 23. 1710. 


Have offer’d a Word or two in the 

Cafe of poor Infolvents, a Cafe have 

often fpoken to, and for Remedy ia 
which a Bill is now depending in the Houfe 
of Commons I doubt not, but the 
Houfe, mov'd with a juftCompaffion tor the 
Miferable, whofe Number is unutually en- 
creas’d by the Calamity of the Times, will 
make what Provifion they think proper 
againft the Grievance we complain of—— 
But that this Provifion may be made ef- 
fe€lual to anfwer the End for which the 
Parliament are follicited, it feems very ne- 
ceffary, that the Parties, who move for this 
Bill, fhould rightly reprefent both the Mif- 
chiefand the Cure—— And really it is for 


have already been made in this Behalf ; 


-moft of which, tho’ they bear bandfome 


Titles for Relief of Creditors, for Relief of 
Infolvent Debtors, and the like, yet have: 
been fo far from reaching the Root of the 
Difeafe, that they have left the Thing 
worfe than they found it. 

I¢ is in-vain to look back upon the Abuifes 
and Mifapplications of thefe Laws; how 
Keaves have been deliver’d, and honeft: 
Men left bebinds how little petty Debtors, 
that have almoft gone to Prifon on purpofe 
to come out agaia, have taken the Advan- 
cage of thefe As, to cheat their Creditors 
of trifling Summs, which they could well 
encugh have paid ; and the real Obdje&s 
of Compaffion, of which the Nation is ba 
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gnd who owe their Deftru@ion to the in- 


evitable Difafters of a tedious and to Trade 
@ ruinous War, lie in Mifery from Age tor 


Age, and have no Relief or Hope from any 
of thefe Laws. 

This is juftas it isin your Charity, where 
you relieve the clamoring, noifie, teizing 
Poor, who lie in the Streets, or at your 
Doors, and get the fmall Alms from your. 
Pockets, and the broken Meat from your 
Kitchins, which Half of them have no Want 
of, but fel) again to be drunk with. the 
Money—— Whereas the Mifery and: Po-! 
_ verty of this Nation lies among poor la- 

bouring, diligent Families, opprefs’d and 
funk by Want of Employment, Sicknefs, 
Lofs of the-Husbands and Fathers that: 
work’d for them, and Numbers of Chil- 
dren If you would be charitable in 
earneft, and remove Mifery from you-— 
Thefe are the Poot you fhould ‘be ‘con- 
cern’d for 5 of whncb hereafter. 

So in the Cafe of Infolvency, here are 
Petitions from Prifons, and miferable Ob- 
je@s reprefented every Seffion of Parlia- 
ment, and frequent Aéts have been made 
to relieve the naked diftre(s’d Bankrupt— 
But where is the Miftake ? J think ’tis 
plain—Ic has lain ia the cruel Limitations 
always hook’d into thefe A&s, by which 
the End has been defeated by thefe Limi- 
tations, I mean, Limitation of Sum, and 
Limitation of Conditions. 


x» Limitation of Sum As ifa Man, 
-that own’d ten Thoufand Talents, and had 
notaiPeny left to pay ’em, was not as great 
‘an Obje& of Compaffion, as he that ow’d 
Sut a hundred Pence—The Argument is 
fair againft our Pragtice, for the great 
Debtor is the Man to whonr this Charity 
fhould be (hewn—The little Debtor might 
‘he oblig’d to work for the Debt, or there 
‘being fome Probability of his getting 
‘wherewith to pay it, might be let.out, 
and a Bond taken to pay, if he became 
‘able. 

But the Man that is ruin’d in great Bu- 
finefs, and whofe Debt is too heavy to hope 
“fot a Recovery, te lies without any View 
wf the End of bis Difirefs, and pays with his 
«Life the wofel Account, he langoifhes witk- 


out Hope, and dies a meer Sacfffice to the 

+ aidan of hee Creditor-———. 
, Whereas this is the real Objeé& for wh 

a Law fhould be made. ! err: 


2. Limitation of Terms ; and this looks 
back to the late Act for the Bankrupt’s 
Surrender—An Aé fairly propos’d to re- 
lieve the honeft, and punifh the koavifh 
Bankrupt——— but turnd to its contrary Ex- 
treme by the Art of the Creditor, by aLj- 
mitation which I fhall only mention, and 
leave to the Judgment ‘of the moft impar- 
tial Obfervers to determine, whether it 
carries the Face of Juftice ufual in our 
Laws, or no It was defign’d thus, That 
every Bankrupt fhould faithfully furrender 
upon Oath all his Effes bona Fide, to the 
Ule of his Creditors—To make #8 good a 
Fence againft Fraud as poffible, it was 
made Felony for the Bankrupt to conceal 
any Part of his Effe€&’s——The Penaltieson 
his refufing to fubmit to Examination, or 
to make this Surrender, were fuch, that 
we have not feen one Man dare to refufe 
it, and at the fame time venture to Ray in 
his Native Country ; Thofe that have at» 
tempted to avoid it, have been profcrib’d 
in Priot, Reward fet on their Heads, and 
Defcriptions given of their Perfons, in. or- 

_ Ger to their being apprehended, juft as we 
Lie a Thief or a Murtherer. 

hen all this was done, and the Bankr 

had honeftly ftripe himfelf naked, and left 
himfelf nor his Family Bread to eat; what 
was he toexpectt ? —— HS LIBERTY 
was his Requeft, That he might ftrive to 
feed his Wife and Children, and if poffi- 
ble recover in the World 3gain 
And this was propos’d as the Encourage- 
ment to Men tobe honcft and free in their 
Difcovery. 

Wheo the A& had thus brought Credi- 
tor and Debtor toa State of juft Equality 
that the Creditor fhould command al} the 
Debtor had but his Life—And the Debtor, 
tho’ ftript naked, fhould yet, naked as he 
was, be free. LOE! And confefs to my 
Surprize, a Ctaule is offer’d and paffes— 
That the Debtor hall be oblig’d in Man- 
ner, and under the Penalties as before, to 
furrender al upon Oath, and pe ftript of 

All 
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Alito the Clothes on his Back-———_—_— 
But that yet the Creditor fhall keep his 
Body, ftarve him, and never let him out of 
Prifon, unlefs They and Four Fifth Parts 
of them in Number and Value voluntarily 
pleafe toagree to it-——-This is, what, if ic 
were not an Englifh Law, I would call bar- 
barous and inhuman, and contrary both to 
the Laws of GOD, and the Ufage of all 
Chriftian Nations. 


It is alfo very remarkable, That while 
thisA@ was carrying on in the House without 
thefe Limitations, it was moft warmly op- 


pos’d by fome of our Traders, ‘more thad 


ordinarily famous for murthering of f Deb- 
fors 5 but as foon as this merciful Limita- 
fion was added, wheceby the Life of the 
Debtor is given up into the Hand of the 
Creditor, thefe very Gentlemen teftify'd, 


that they had whatthey wanted, and not 
Qnly acquicfc’d in that A&, but follicited 
its being continu’d, when it was near its Ex- 
Piartion. 

And this is now our Cafe in England: 
The Debtor is firft ftript by his Surrender 
on Oath, and on the Peril of the Gallows 5 
then put in Prifon by the mercilefs Credi- 
tor, to perifh and be ftarv’d, when he has 
nothing left to pay, and when what he had 
left to compound with is taken from him, 

If any A& of Parliament that is on Foot, 
relieves the fmaller Debtors, and leaves. 
this Cafe unprovided for, I cannot fee any 
Advantage in it to the Nation, more than 
there is in relieving the Street Beggar, and 
leaving the diligent, modeft Poor to ftarve 
and be undone. I fhal explain my felf 
farther in my next. 


MiIscELLANEA. 


E are all now waiting the Iffue of 
the Proceedings againft the Do- 
@rines of Paflive-Obedience and Non-Re- 
fiftance in the Trial of Dr. Sacheverell, in 
which, without taking any Manner of No 
tice of that Gentleman,‘or ofthe Fate which 
attends him one way or other, I cannot but 
obferve fome very odd Circumftances, 
which agitate the Minds of the People of 
this Nation at thistime-—-—. 1 fhall only 
mention them here, and (peak larger to 
them, as they come in their Order. 


Firft, The Folly of thofe Gentlemen, who 
being Favourers of thefe abfurd Tenents, 
flacter’d that Gentleman and themfelves 
with fuch vain Suggeftiosss, as that the Par- 
\jament would drop the Thing—That they 
' would not, and fometimes that they could 
not, and not feldom that they durft not go 
on with it. Thefe Things I need fay no 
more to than this, after what has been faid 
and done already 5 (Viz.) Of al) Men in 
the Nation you fhould not have fuggefted 
it, fince it is apparent, not the Dolor on- 
dy, but the Party efpoufing thofe ridiculous 


Doétiines, had brought the Parliament _al- 
moft toa Neceffity of going on with it—— 
And they might have e#{iy obfere’d, that 
either the Party muft be. profecuted and 
fopprefs’d, or the whole Nation muft (afer 
another Revolution. 

This made their Suggeftion the moft 
plain Delufion that we have {een in this 
Age, and I wonder, they fhould be fo 
weak to amufe themfelves and their Friends 
in fuch a Manner. 

And how blank dothey look ? How fi- 
lently do they mufe over the Votes, after 
they have read the Refolutions of Replica- 
tion, and of being prefent atthe Trial of 
the, DoFor ? How do they reproach one 
another with their former Notions ? —— 
And how yet more dull will they be, when 
they come to fee the Conclufion of this 


‘ Tragi-Comedy ?— When they fhall find 


the Doétrine of Non-Refiftance exploded, . 
the Defender of it cenfur’d, the Future ad- 

vancing that vile Abfurdity threatned, 

and the Freedom of the Subjeé& to defend 

his Native Rights affected, and all this by 

the united Legiflacure of Britain. 
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T would prepare the Bik ee for thefe 
Mortification: ———By firft affuring them 
they will come; and then telling them, I 
hope, they will find Room among thefe 
Things to open their Eyes, and fee their 
Error ; and being convinc’d, they will of 
Courfe be reftor'd to their Politick Senfes, 
which for fome Years they have loft 
And if not, tet them take Warning, not to 
broach their Delufions among 4 People bes- 
ter inform'’d, by the Example of Dr. Sa- 
cheverell. 

Secondly, 1 muft next mote a new little, 
tho’ growing Strife, about who did or did 
not firft begin this Profecution This 
Contention has fome fecret Springs which 
Icare not to expofe, and with they were 
more conccal’d. 

Some enquire into it, to place the Merit 
of it where it is notdue. 

Some in Expectation of its being coldly 
profecuted, to place the Blame of dropping 
it upon fome Peoplethey love to blame. 

Some enquire ioto it to reproach the Aw 
thors of it with attacking the Church—As 
if the Church of England was Defendant in 
this Caufe——— An Argument I hhall fpeak 
very plainly to. 

And laftly fome enquire into it—Envy- 
jog thofe Perfons the Praife of it, whole 
joft Claim to the Acknowledgment is a 
Mortification to them. 


Thefe are Articles will nicely affest fome 
People, who, I know, are bufie abour di- 
ftingu ifhing the Merit of honeft Men, and 
I mpft handle it fparingly ; bac 1 smuft 
fpeak plain Truth, aad hope to do fo while 
T live, let it fall where it will. 
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